
Swiss company Argor-Aljba offers high-tech coating services for the watch and tool industries.  

Their strength is in particularly hard diamond-like carbon (DLC) coatings, specifically their dialong® 

coating line for taps and cutting tools and their dianoir® dark coating line for watches. A more advanced 

generation of DLC is produced under the trademark Dropless®. From the 2-person company it was 

when it was founded in 2004, it has grown to 30 people in 2021. Argor-Aljba first took possession of 

their Hauzer coating system, a Hauzer Flexicoat® 850, in 2015. Currently, Hauzer and Argor-Aljba are in 

the process of defining an upgrade for this system.  
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A Working Relationship That Started With Fusion

Sergei Ukhanov, co-founder and current Vice President and Chief Technical Officer of  

Argor-Aljba, recalls the company’s decision to invest in their Hauzer coating machine: “Our 

R&D team, consisting of a designer, a programmer and several electrical engineers, worked 

together with Hauzer on a special Fusion project. We were able to integrate our plasma 

sources and electronics blocks into the Hauzer Flexicoat® 850. This gave us the unique 

ability to not just make Hauzer’s traditional plasma-assisted chemical vapour deposition 

(PACVD) DLC coatings, but also to combine our technologies and Hauzer’s for the optimal 

results.”
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Investments to Remain Competitive

After five years of using their Hauzer Flexicoat® 850, Argor-Aljba is 

looking to expand the range of offered products. Sergei: “The desire to 

use cutting-edge technologies is natural for small companies. It allows 

us to remain competitive. Our Hauzer machine has high reproducibility 

from process to process, so it was an excellent starting point for this 

expansion.”

Even with the limitations imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic,  

Argor-Aljba and Hauzer have been able to move forward with defining 

the contents of the upgrade through several online meetings. One of 

those was a virtual tour of the Hauzer R&D system in Venlo, showing 

recent years’ developments in controls and technologies.

Argor-Aljba’s upgrade will consist of several technologies to further 

improve and expand the etching and deposition behaviour of the 

system. One of the added technologies will be HiPIMS, which will greatly 

enhance the flexibility of the system and allow Argor-Aljba to produce 

defect-free layers of the highest quality. This flexibility is in addition 

to the existing possibilities of the system, which means all previous 

developments can still be used. They are also moving to Hauzer’s latest 

software platform, expanded with a few tailor-made features. This way, 

their upgraded Hauzer Flexicoat® 850 will be ready for the next few 

years and the challenges to come.

Looking Towards the Future With Optimism

At Argor-Aljba, the products they have developed give them a sense 

of optimism about the future. Although they adhere to the traditional 

DLC coating sectors – precision instruments such as watches, plus 

forming and cutting tools – they are successfully following the ever-

increasing needs of their customers. “There are so many options in 

the DLC coating market,” explains Sergei. “It is our privilege to help our 

customers navigate that wide range of options.”

For more information, please contact Albert 

Hendriks, the sales manager responsible 

for upgrades and modifications, by e-mail at 

AHendriks@hauzer.nl or by phone at +31 77 

3559 711.
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